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FROM THE INTELLIGENCER AND CHRONICLE. 
DID YOU EVER EXPERIENCE 
' BELIGION. 


* Did you ever : religion 1” said 
Mrs. Peabody to Me. Howard the other day, 
as she accosted him abruptly in the street. 
“Did [ ever rience religion ? yes, madam,” 
replied Mr. AI have experienced religion 
a great many times.” But a person can never 
oe religion but once, and it is.a hu- 
mikating confessions to say you think you have 
experienced it many times, as such a state- 
ment shows that you must often have been a 
backslider. ‘Perhaps you do not rightly un- 
derstand me,” rejoined Mr. H.—‘I look be- 
yond sonnds to things, and when a person 
poses a question to me in any intelligible 
i words, I endeavor to answer it according to 

import and meaning of the language in 
which it eaoed silieioat Sor ask me if I 
ao igi eligion is - 
ness, is Tam happy to at aie 
+ mms ea 8 my intercourse through 
a ife with my friends, my es 
my y- ve experi- 
their generous assistence—in short, I have ex- 
perienced their religi heir goodness as of- 
ten as I have: in need of the evidences 
of their piety. Nor doI consider it disgrace- 











fal to me or to others, that I am able te say I 


have many times experienced the benefits of 
religion from my neighbours.” : 

But this is not such an answer asI wanted, 
replied Mrs P. evidently -out; of humor. I 
want td know,—to express myself more plain- 
ly,—if you profess to be an experienced man in 
religion? “Why as regards this question, 
Mrs. P.,modesty in me would dictate silence; 
but as you appear very anxious to know what 
does not particularly concern you, I will say, 
I think I may affirm, that I am an experienced 
man. Before you was in your cradle, madam 
I studied the sacred scriptures with deep and 
solemn interest, and for fifty years at least 
have sincerely endeavoured to conform to the 
rules of faith and practice therein prescribed. 
Experience, I assure you, is a work of time ; 
and those only are experienced in religion who 
for years have practiced upon its holy and pu- 
rifying principles. An experienced farmer is 
one who has long been engaged in agricultu- 
ral pursuits. An experienced merchant isone 
who for years has devoted hisattention to trade 
An experienced artisan is one who is thor- 

ghly versed in mechanical science. And 
an experienced christian isnot-one who goes 
from. a. merry pany to an evening meeting 
and returns, inthe course of an hour or two, 
half distracted with a fear of hell, but one who 
has made a steady and profitable advance in 
the road of duty,—one who understands reli- 
gion and has long practised its salutary pre- 
cepts. I think Ican say I am somewhat. of 
an experienced man’’—certainly more expe- 
‘rienced than yourself who was converted only 
.three weeks ago, and have since afforded no 
i great evidence, beyond that which consists in 
oe of possessing the genuine religion of 

ist.’”’ 





dergtand me, and it is no usefor you to say 
any thing farther upon the-sabject—“Then 
learn to make yourselfi - Leave off 
your unmeaning cants and employ a language 
which expresses what you mean, and you ma 
meet with better success in your officious inter- 
rogatories, and, withal, obtain for yourself 
more correct ideas ofreligion and those who 
possess it than you now seem to have.” 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY 


AT SPRINGFIELD. 
Messrs Editors,—It may be known to some 
of your readers that I have recently been en- 
in a doctrinal controversy with Rev. 
t. Merritt, of the Methodist connexion. I 





, with your consent, to give to the pub- 
Fic, in seaik’ daliiadids titel nobexent of the 


- 


Ah, exclaimed Mrs. P. I see you do not un-| tified 





progress, and end of this controversy. | 


Some time in Oct. last, I was informed that 
Rev. Mr. Fisk of Wilbraham had said, he in- 
tended to come into town, call Br. Merritt, to 
his assistance, and give me a challenge; or 
words to this effect. Two days after this, I 
received a note from Mr. Merritt, stating that 
he considered the doctrine which I preached, 
‘thurtful to the souls of men,” and inviting me 
to a public discussion of the same. After a 
short preliminary correspondence, I accepted 
his challenge on the following terms. He a- 
greed to write his discourses, and put each of 
them in my hands:two days before it was de- 
livered; and I agreed to be ready to reply im- 
meadiately after the delivery of each. After 
the commencement of the discussion, he ap- 
peared to be disposed to deliver two discours- 
es in one evening, while I could reply to only 
one. We submitted this matter to a number 
of our friends, who decided that only one dis- 
course by each should be delivered in one 
evening. This course was afterwards pursued 
exvept that Mr. M. would rise after I closed, 
and inform the people how far I had done 
wrong. Mr. M. delivered three Lectures, and 
four rejoinders to my replies. On reading his 
first lecture, on a future judgment, I discover- 
ed that it was, in a very great degree, a verba- 
tim copy of Mr. Scott’s first letter to Mr. 
Whittemore, published in the 8th vol. Univer- 
salist Magazine. At this I was somewhat as- 
tonished, as he gave no intimation to me or 
the audience, of its being borrowed. Of this 
however, I said nothing until he had written 
his second lecture entitled “Salvation Condit- 
ional,” which I found to be copied from Mr. 
Scott’s fourth letter as above. At this time, 
in consequence of some personal allusions in 
his previous rejoinder, I considered myself jus- 
i im exposing him as a plagiarist. This 
produced no little excitement. Many of his 
friends doubted the truth of my charge. At 
the next meeting he acknowledged the fact, 
and attempted to justify himself. In replyi 
to this lecture, after using other Eg 
advanced, and defended the doctrine of philo- 
socal necessity ; or in other words that God de- 
termines all events, and therefore such events 
must necessarily be accomplished. From this 
I reasoned that his doctrine of ‘Free agency” 
on which he founded the doctrine of ‘‘condit- 
ions,” was false. To this he made no reply 
at that time, but kept my manuscript with my 
consent, some weeks, and since he gave notice 
that our discussion was ended, he gave his re- 
ply, and a defence of free-agency. I imme- 
diately addressed a note to him, ing his. 
manuscript for my examination. He relied 
to comply with my request. I state this fact 

at you may judge of his fairness in this con- 
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cern. But toreturn. He at length produced 
his third lecture on “Future Punishment,’ & 
behold! it was a copy of Mr: Scott’s 2d-and 
3d letters.* By this time.I was weary of writ- 
ing answers to printed letters or lectures, and 
took the Magazine into the Chapel, and read 
from it Brother Whittemore’s replies to those 
letters. When I announced my purpose, Mr. 
M. rose and objected to my reading: accused 
Br. W. of sophistry, and other things too num- 
erous to mention. 1 appeared to the congre- 
gation, and as they appeared willing, I pro- 
ceeded in reading. . Mr. M. appeared chagrin- 
ed: and gave notice that he should at the next 
meeting expose the sophistry, &c of Br. W.- 
This he attempted todo. I defended the ar- 
gumeats-of Br, W. so far as my ability would 
permit. hen I closed, Mr. M, gave notice 
that the discussion was ended. 

It is perhaps proper to mention that Mr. 
Fisk appeared to take a deep interest in the 
discussion, and occasionally favored us with 
some remarks. This, however, was of no dis- 
advantage to me; as the spirit in which they 
were offered was so evident, that all understood 
his object, and duly apreciated his remarks. 

Whithin a few days Mr. M. proposed, in be- 
half of his Society, that the discussion should 
be printed : that I should pay half the expense, 
and receive half the copies. This I declined, 
in a note, of which the following is an extract: 
‘‘As your ‘Lectures’ are already before the 
public, in the Universalist Magazine and Zi- 
on’s Herald—I have no desire to share the ex- 
pense of another edition. And as they have 
been ably answered in the Universalist Maga- 
zine, I do not conceive it necessary that any 
further expense be incurred on my part.” “I 
do not feel disposed to suffer my name to be 
used in asking the public to pay again for 
Lectures already before them ;—or for replies 
to them,—when, although they have not the 
same, they have those which are abundantly 
sufficient.”’ 

Thus the matter rests. It would illy become 
me to speak of the relative weight of argu- 
ment op the several sides of this discussion, 
inasmuch as I am a party concerned. I can 
only say,.that so far from being convinced by 
his arguments, I am, if possible, mre than 
ever persuaded that the doctrine of Universal 
Grace is easily defended against the attacks of 
Methodists. Of the weight of his arguments, 
you can judge, by reading Mr. Scott’s letters 
as aforesaid. 





*] would embrace the opportunity afforded me of 
adding the following note. 

At the time the controversy between Mr. Scott and 
mys¢élf was carried on, I was ipeeret with the be- 
lief that he’ was not the author of the one hy oped 
ed over his name. I found no fault with for ob- 
taining the assistance of-his ministering brethren, fer 
I had previously advised him to do it, that he might 
bring forth all the force of his side. He never — 
feased, to my knowledga, to be. any thing more 
their Nomivat author. And once being asked by a 
gentléman whether he were their real author, he de- 
clined giving a direct answer. #t was my opinion, 
and that of several of my friends, at the time, that 
Mr. Merritt though a silent, was @ principal agent in 


The above account may be unmteresting— 
But as various reports, concerning this affair, 
have gone abroad, I deemed the cause of truth 
demanded that a correct statement should be 
given. Yours in the Gospel, 

Luews R. Paige. 

Springfield, January, 1828. 


JEWS’ SYNAGOGUE AT LEGHORN. 

On our return from this excursion, we visi- 
ted the Jews’ Synagogue, which is said to be 
the most splendid building of the kind in Eu- 
rope, or indeed in the world. About one third 
of the inhabitants of Leghorn are of the scat- 
tered tribes of Israel. They here enjoy more 
freedom, or in other words, experience less op- 
pression, than in any other of the Italian cit- 
ies. Many of them have accumulated for- 
tunes, and liberally contributed to embellish 
their sanctuary, where they all worship the 
God of their Potvere: The edifice is two sto- 
ries high, without much external show, and 
situated on One of the dirtiest streets in the 
town. . But the interior is both rich and splen- 
did, with blind galleries for the accomodation 
of the female part of the audience, and a spa- 
cious area below forthe men. The reading 
desk rises in the centre, and the Holy of Ho- 
lies, and the sacred symbols, is a superb shrine 
erected at one end against the wall.—All the 
ornaments are of massive gold, of silver and of 
precious stones. There are no less than thre 
thousand lamps, and the flood of light pouring 
upon so many brilliant decorations, is said to 
be, on some of the great festivals, almost in- 
sufferable. Select passages from scriptures, 
in the Hebraic character, cover the walls.— 
The Grand Duke and Dutchess of Tuscany 
not long since paid the Synagogue a visit and 
the congregation in return presented the lat- 
ter with a gorgeous dress, sparkling with the 
gems of the East. Several natives of Jerusa- 
lem, Judea, the shores of Africa, and the Isles 
of the sea, are here gathered together, and 
find a quiet asylum. 

Carter’s Letters. 


BRIEF SUGGESTIONS RECOMMENDING 
THE DIFFUSION OF Ev 
In literature and education the most credi- 
table feature of the present times is their dif- 
fusion. In republics this is of immense impor- 
tance. It may be truly said here, that litera- 
ture and edacation become valuable in a na- 
tional point of view, only as they are diffused. 
That a few men im a nation, or some one nar- 
row class, like the Egyptian hierarchy, should 
be very learned, has seldom much t upon 
the happiness of the community; sometimes as 
in the case to which I have alluded, it has a 
bad effect, by enabling the few to enthral; the 
many. I might add also that a monopoly of 
knowledge, like other monopolies, prospers by 
extinguishing extensive omnpevies: 
when the knowledge of useful things becomes 
general the the knowledge of 


what is right ing ernment and. what is good 





that controversy. Tuomas Wuittenone, 


in morals, as well as the knowledge of thos 


é 


powers of the natural world which cah be ren- 
dered-subservient to their welfare, it is impos- 
}sible-but that their condition should be im- 
proved-in every way ; impossible but™ that the 
least public acts notoriously wrong should be 
perceived and corrected; but that the mental 
and moral qualities that are known to be the 
foundation of happiness should be cultivated ; 
in fine, but that a correct understanditg 
should characterise a nation, ‘Towards such 
diffusion of knowledge among us, a great com- 
mencement and a creditable progress has been 
made. Andthe enlightened men, even in such 
of the States, as have omitted to establish ele- 
mentary schools—cannot fail to perceive that 
Bacon is correct in affirming that ‘‘knowledge 
is power.” The rising generation however 
are all taught to read. Thisis the first step. 
The next step is to make the proper provision 
of books. And afterwards to put in operation 
the best means both to render the access of 
such books easy to the many—and to animate 
them with a desire to profit from such instrucé 
tion. Inequality in the understandings of 
men is caused by unequal ardour for truth or 
desire for distinction. The scarcity of atten- 
tion is the cause of scarcity of talent. A peo- 
ple to whom instruction diffused, should im- 
part talent tosome and discernment to all, 
would doubtless be the first people in the uni- 
verse. Itis of the highest importance then to 
the acquisition of true glory as well as to the 
perpetuation of true liberty that the rising gen- 
eration in these United States should be, with- 
out exception, well instructed. megs J the 
understandings of a free people, who already 
fill so great a space in the eyes of the civilized 
world—in a majority of whom, by our funda- 
mental code, abides the sovereignty of the na- 
tion—and to whom in all time to come we 
must look for all the great products of the mind, 
ought to be well trained and carefully educa- 
ted! Beta. 
Mrs. Colvin’s Weekly Messenger. 


“OUR FATHER.” 

There are few serious and thoughtful peo- 
ple, who have not felt the importance of the re- 
quest made by the disciples to our Saviour: 
‘Lord teach us to pray.’ The distance between 
man and his Creator is so immence, and there 
is} something so awful in approaching voluntar- 
ily into his presence, that nothing butthe most 
exalted views, or the most sinless purity; can 
seem to embolden netural man to hold regular 
communication ‘ with Him, who inhabiteth 
eternity. Opinions of this fearful kind, howew 
er, would have a tendency to distroy, or to 





human mind.—T hey would teach either ‘to 
cuse us, in our opinion, from the service © 

and thus gradually lead us to live altogether 
without “ Him im the world ;? or they would 
dispose us to approach him with the indistinct 


But | terror of slaves, to mingle the :loom of supersti« 


tion with our religious service,tnd to worship 





him, “ not in spirit and'in trath, batwith the 





distroy. of 
corrupt all the prineiples of religion in the 


Ge ‘een 08 ee bee. Yen es i te Se ee Lee, ct i. 


as Oo fF tee I 
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She model which is here given us of chris- | and usefulnessto your fellow creatures,that you 
tian prayer is- very different. It banishes at should adopt certain rules and principles for 
ence from our imaginations, all the fears so nat- the government of your conduct and temper. 
ural to morality. It is “ our Father” to whom ; Unless there be such rules and principles, there 
it teaches us to speak ; itis that name.so dear } will be numberless oceasions on which you will 





a 
Eee 


and venerable, which it brings forward, with have no guide for your government but your 


all its -associations toour minds; the name 
which all men have known, and in which all 
have been taught to trust—and which cannot 
be pronounced without awakening in every 
heart, the feelings of confidence, and hope and 
love—The first law of our faith is—That we 
should love the Lord our God with all our heart 
and all our soul—T he second—that we should 
love our neighbour as ourselves—how beauti- 
ful both these precepts are illustrated in the 
form of the words we are considering, and how 
powerfully they blend in the same moment, be- 
nevolence to man with devotion to God. 





The following is an extract of a letter, writ- 
ten by John Q Adams, while he was minister 
do Russia, to his eldest son. 

‘In yonr letter of the 20th January, to 
your mother, you mentioned that you read to 
your aunt, a chapter in the Bible, or a section 
from Dr Doddridge every day. This informa- 


my veneration for the Bible, so strong is my 
belief, that when daily read and meditated up- 
on, it isof all the books in the world, that 
which contributes most to make men good, 
wise and happy ; that the earlier my children 





begin to read it, and the more steadily they 
pursue the practice of reading it throughout | 
their lives, the more lively and confident will | 


be my hopes, that they will prove useful citi- | 


zens to their country, and respectable mem- | 
bers of society, and a real blessing to their 
parents, 

‘‘ T advise you, my son, in whatever you 
read, and most of all, in reading the Bible, to 
remember thai it is for the purpose of making | 
you wiser and more virtuous. I have, for my-| 
self, for many years, made it a practice to read | 
thro’ the Bible once in every year. I have al- 
ways endeavoured to read it with the,game spir- 
it and temper of mind that I now récommend | 
it to you: that is, with the inteution and des-— | 
ire, that it may contribute to my advancement 
in wisdom and virtue. My desire is indeed but 
imperfectly successful ; for, like you and St. 
Paul, I find a law in my members, warring 
against.the law ofmy mind. Butas I know 
it is'‘my duty to aim at perfection, and feeling 
and deplaring:. my own frailties; I,can only 
pray Almighty God for the aid of his spirit to 
strengthen my good desires and subdue my 
Propensities to evil ; for it is from him. that 
onary good and perfect gift descendeth. - 

_ ““My custom is to read four or five chapters 
in the Bible every morning, immediately after 
rising from bed. It.employs me about an hour 
of my time, and.seems the most suitable man- 
ner of begining the day.. Every time 1 read 
the Bible, I understand some passages which 
I never understood before. ’ 

(It is. essential, my son,.in order that you 





) 








may go through life with comfort to yourself 


passions. [tis in the Bible you must learn 
these rules and principles.” 
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If Divine Wisdom has really deigned to de- 
cend upon the earth, to enlighten mortal men, 
I must undoubtedly discover, in the doctrine 
of his Messenger, the endelible marks of this 
adorable Wisdom. _ 

This grand subject demands the most pro- 
found meditation : I began by tracing to my- 
self the characters which, in my opinion, this 
doctrine ought to possess, in order to appear 
conformable to the most pure light, of reason, 
and to add to that light, what the wants of hu- 
mauity required, and what that light could not 
furnish. : 

I cannot deny, that man is a social being, 


tion gave me great pleasure.; for so strong is| and that ‘many of his principal faculties have 


the state of society, directly for their objects. 
The gift of speech alone is sufficient to con- 
vince me of this. The doctrine of a celestial 
Messenger must,therefore,rest essentially upon 
the great principles of sociability. 1t must 
have the most direct tendency to. perfect and 


}enoble*all the natural sentiments-which link 


man to his fellow creatures : it must multiply 
and lengthen to infinity the cords of human- 
ity : it must present to man, the most abundant 
and most pure source of his present and future 
happiness. Isthere any principle of sociabili- 
ty more refined, more faithful, than that exal- 
ted benevolence, which, in the doctrine, of the 
Messiah, bears the uncommon and expressive 
name of charity? “* A new commandment 
give I unto you, that you love one another.— 
By this shail all men know that ye are my disci- 
ples, if ye have love one to another.—Greater 
love than this hath no man that he lay down 
his ‘life for his friend~’ And who were the 
friends of the Messenger? Men of. all. ages 
and of all places*; he died for the human race. 

In these repeated acts of brotherly love, inthis 
sublime law of charity, do I not, shall | not, 


acknowledge the Founder and Lawgiver, of 


universal society? In this grand example of 
beneficence, in this yoluntary sacrifice, shall 1 
not acknowledge the most true and most gen- 
erous Friend of men ? 

The perfection.of the heart is always an ob- 
ject of the highest concern: the heert is the 
universal principle of all the affections: a doc- 


trie from: heaven would not: confine itself to |* 
-the regulation of the external actions of men : 


it would-also carry its happy influence into the 
most secret recesses of the heart. ‘You have 
heard, that it hath been said, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery; but I say unto“you, that. 
whosoever looketh a woman to lust after 
her, hath committed adultery already with her 


in his heart.” What, then, is this new doc 
trine, which condemns the crime thoof ught 
as well as the crime committed? It is the doc- 
trine of that superior Phylosopher, who well 
knew how man was formed, and that such 
was the constitution of his being, that a move- 
ment too strongly impressed upon certain parts 
of ‘the brain, might insensibly lead him to 
criminal indulgence. This will be easily com- 
prehended by the philosopher. The senseless 
voluptuary would at least feel it, could he per- 
ceive his own heart through the impurites of 
his imagination. But, I say unto you ; itis. 
the language ofa Master ; and what a Master! 
He spake as one having authority. Thegood 
man out of the good treasure of his heart, 
bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil 
man, out of the evil treasure of his heart, 
bringeth forth that which is evil. How sim- 
ple the expression ! how true, how admirable 
the thought! The good man ;—not the great 
man ; it is much better ;—his good treasure— 
his heart—the heart of the good man. 

There is no passion more inimical to the so- 
cial spirit than revenge. There is none which 
more cruelly tyrannizes over the heart, where 
it has unhappily obtained possession. A doc- 
trine from heaven would not, therefore, con- 
fine itself to the simple reprehension of a senti- 
ment so dangerous and so unworthy of a social 
being : it would not confine itself even to de- 
mand of him the sacrifice of his resentments: 
far less would ‘it allow him to retaliate: it 
would inspire him with the most exalted he- 
roism, and teach him to punish the offender by 
acts of kindness. “Ye have heard that it 
hath been said, An eye for an eye, and atooth 
for a tooth ; bat I say unto you,—Love your 
enemies, bless them who curse you, do good 
tothem who despitefully use you and perse- 
cute you.—For .if you love your brethren only, 
what do you. more than others?” And what 
motive is here proposed by the Author ofa 
doctrine, so well calculated to ennoble the 
heart of the social being? ‘That ye may be 
the children of your Father who is in heaven ; 
for he maketh his sun tq rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth his rain on the just 
and on the unjust.” The truly social being, 
therefore, does like Providence, dispense 
his favours. He does good to all men ; and 
though he acts upon general principles, the 
exceptions from those principles, are likewise 
favours, and the greatest favours. Judi- 
cious in his distribution of the goods of Provi- 
dence, he knows, when necessary, how to pro- 
portion them to the excellence of the beings 
to whom he distributes them. He incessantly 
advances towards perfection, because he serves 
a Master who is perfect.—Be ye perfect. 

A doctrine which reprobates the very idea 
of revenge, and which allows the heart only a — 
choice of favours, will undoubtedly enjoin re-- 
compilation: aenihe tdon of personal inju- 
bries. truly social being is too » ever 
to be insceeealtile poisbeonediarial td par- 
don. Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the 
alter,and there rememberest that thy brother 
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hath aught against thee, leave there thy gift be- 
fore the alter, and go thy way first be recon- 
eiled to thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy ee Because the God of peace, who is 
the of universal society, desires the sac- 
rifices of peace. To the altar—it would pro-, 
fain it. Before the altar—it will remain there 
but fora moment. “How oft shall I forgive my 
brother ? till seven times?”’ was the question of 
a disciple, whose soul was not yet sufficiently 
ennobled. Until seventy times seven, answered 
He, who always pardoned, because he had al- 
ways occasion to pardon. A doctrine which 
breathed only charity, would apparently make 
toleration one of the first laws of the social be- 
ing ; for it would be contrary to the nature of 
things, that a social being were intolerant. 
Men as yet carnal, would dispose of the fire 
of heaven : Master, wilt thon——W hat reply 
does the Friend of man give to this inhuman, 
rash demand? Ye know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of: I am not come to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them.” Shall men, 
therefore, who call themselves the disciples of 
this good Master, persecute their fellow-men, 
because they have the misfortune not to affix 
to certain words the same ideas with them- 
selves? Will they employ fire and sword to 
Icannot proceed—I shudder with hor- 
ror—This dreadful night begins to be dispell- 
ed—A ray of light has penetrated into it-— 
May the Sun of righteousness at last drive it 
from the world ! 

A doctrine from heaven must instruct man 
in the knowledge of those things which con- 
stitute his real happiness. He is a sensible 
being : he has affections: he must have ob- 
jects to satisfy his desires : he must have ob- 
jects to possess his heart. But what objects 
would such a doctrine present to a being, who 
lives upon the earth bat for a few moments, 
and whose true country is heaven? Should 
this being, whose immortal soul swallows up 
time, and grasps at eternity, fix his heart upon 
objects which time can devour ? Should this 
being, endowed with so great discernment, 
mistake the fleeting colours of the dew-drop 
for the brilliancy of the diamond ? ‘‘Lay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust do corrupt, and thieves break 
through and steal ; but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal ; for where your treas- 
ure is, there your heart’ will be also.” What 
more true, and what more sensibly felt by him 
who has the happiness to lay up for himself 
such a treasure ! His heart is wholly there,— 
This man has already sat down in heavenly 
places. He hungers and thirsts after righ- 
teousness, and shall be filled. ' 

Ifadoctrine from heaven prescribed any re- 
ligious worship, this would be in direct rela- 
tion with the nature of the understanding ; 
and be equally suited to the dignity of a moral 
being, and ‘to the majesty and spirituality of 
the Supreme Being. ‘‘Learn what this means, 
I will have mercy, and not sacrifice. Mercy 





—the thing signified, and not the sign. “‘The 
hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth : for the Father seeketh such to wor- 
ship him. God isa spirit, and they who wor- 
ship him, must worship him in spirit and in 
truth.” In spirit—in truth. These two words 
exhaust every thing, and are themselves inex- 
haustible: but they may be forgotten : blind 
superstition never knew them. 

But because.man is a sensible being, and 
because a religion which would reduce every 
thing to pure spiritually, could not be suffic- 
iently calculated for such a being ; a doctrine 
from heaven would not fail to strike the senses 
by something external. This doctrine would 
therefore, establish an external worship ; it 
would institute ceremonies ; but their num- 
ber would be small, and their noble simplicity 
and expression would be exactly appropriated 
to the particular design of the institution, and 
to the spirituality of internal worship. | 

MISSION ARIES. 

It is not necessary that we should again tell 
the public that we are opposed tothe missiona- 
ry and money begging system, in all its vari- 
ous’ forms and different modifications ; they 
are already acquainted with the fact : and our 
aim is to show that we have good grounds for 
our opposition. Were there one single good 
reason why a man should go with bare feet in 
Rhode-Island, in order to furnish the Indians 
in Hindostan with shoes ; or why the children 
in Massachusetts should remain ignorant, that 
the rising generation of Etheopians may be- 
come lawyers and doctors ; or why the heathen 
over the great water are entitled to more at- 
tention than the heathen among our own pop- 
ulation : were there one good reason for all 
these things, we would besilent. But it does 
appear to be absurd that any people should feed 
foreign paupers and let their own starve, or 
clothe foreign children and let their own go 
naked. It may be right but we cannot view 
it so. 

The following letter to the Editor of the N. 
York Truth Teller, throws some light upon the 
subject ; and enumerates many of the evils 
which arise from this method of genteel swind- 
ling. Many people will see reflected in it ‘a 

it Of their own vexations.—V. Star. 

“I have the comfort of being united with a 
Gospel gossip—one of the most zealous and 
persevering members of missionary societies, 
&c. Iam a poor man and have a numerous 
family to maintain, and in truth, bave little to 
spare beyond the necessary support ef my fam- 
ily, and the payment of my honest debts ; yet 
my house is the continual resort of itinerant 
preachers, and my wife'seems to think it her 
duty to entertain them on the very best, at 
whatever expense of time, attendance, and del- 
icacies. _Thus the necessary business of my 
' family is often interrupted, my tea-caddie emp- 
‘tied, and many bills and demands created, 








tressed me. My wife must know all the mis- 
sionary news, and has become a subscriber ta 
several periodical works devoted to the cause, 
and a contributor towards several charitable 
projects, which I do not rightly understand ; 
such as educating pious young men to be qual- 
ified for missionary purposes ; and while my | 
poor boys can scarcely be affurded three 
months schooling a year, at home, and lose 
much precious time for the want of.shoes and 
stockings, my wife is knitting stockings for 
for the Osage Indiaas! All this may be right 
for aught 1 know, but it is very discouraging. 
But I hate to quarrel with my wife about such 
matters, and as she reads your paper I have 
ventured to make known my grievances in 
this way, in hopes that it may catch her atten- 
tion, and induce her to reflect a little on the 
subject. For my own part, I cannot help 
thinking that the education of our own. chil- 
dren, and the comfortable provision for our 
families, is at least an equal, if not a superior 
duty. I will not say that this missionary spirit * 
isan evil—perhaps these rambling, roving men 
do some good ; but it is a fact that they are to 
me a much heavier tax than all my state and 
county tax. For my own part [ have not been 
able to discover any great good which result- 
ed from their labours, and I have sometimes 
ventured to say to my wife that I believed many 
of them might be more usefully employed at 
the plough. But she doesnot like to hear any 


the world. HUGH HUGGINS. 


“THESD MEN ARH FULL OF NEW 
WiInz.” 





In discoursing on this subject, we shall take 
the liberty of substituting the words ardent 
spirits, in the place of ‘new wine’—and ar- 
dent spirits we shall consider as including all 
those strong waters that have a tendency to 
banish reason, destroy health, ruin property, 
and make a swill-tub of human flesh. 
Do you see that man, with his gait unsteady, - 
his head trembling, his face glowing like a 
sheet of flame, his breath as hot as a furnace, 
his tongue boggling at small words, and as it 
were covered with a mitten, his head full of . 
confusion and his eyes full of rhume, his 
strength impaired, and his thirst perpetual— 
that man is full of ardent spirits. , 
Do you see that man of law, often at the tav- 
ern and seldom at his office, who prefers bran- | 


dy to Blackstone, and punch to pleading. 5 
whose practice is principally at the bar of 
‘ mine host,’ and w causes prove ruinous .. 
to his own effects and those of his clients—_ 
that man is full of ardent spirits. ‘ 
Do you see that moon. of platates bis AES 
bags filled with jugs instead of drugs, his horse . 
standing all night at the tavern and feeding: 
open foe's Sathario, and lap ie eoeagan 
opium a artic, and j } *, 
whose very appearance is & perpetual omatlbs 
and whose- breath is stronger than his medie_ 
cines—that man in Full of eras ee *f 
Do you see that man of divinity, ft.9. 





| which I find it really difficult to pay. 
- Of late anew grievance has still more dis- 








such remarks, and I would not offend her for. - 





blushes with brandy and not for the sins off)" 
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people, whose ‘conversation in the world’ 
breathes of rum more than of heaven, whose 
ways, though he directs others in the straight 
path, are more devious than a Virginia fence, 
who, though he cautions ot}:-rs not to fall,of- 
ten stumbles himself—that n.an, altho’ a di- 
aine, gives strong suspicions of being full of 
ardent spirits. 

Do you see that farmer, with his fences pros- 
trated, the boards hanging loose on his build- 
ings, his windows stuffed with old hats and 
cast-off breeches, his jug going sixtimes a 
week to the store, his crops consumed before 
they are raised, his cattle sold under the ham- 
mer, his children in rags, and his wife in tears 
—that man is full of ardent spirits. 

Do you see that mechanic, who is any where 
but in his shop, who supplies his customers with 
promises instead of work, whose tools are out of 
order, and whose stock has run down his 
throat; whose eyes are red with drink and not 
with working o’nights, who prefers a seat at 
a tavern to a bénch in his shop, who mars his 
customers’ work instead of making it—that 
man’s principal desire isto be full of ardent 
spirits. 

Do you see that labourer, looking for work, 
and praying devoutly that he may not find it, 
his coat hanging in strings and his 
unmentionably ragged, who would sooner la- 
bour for whiskey at the rate of fourpence a day 
than work for cash at good wages, who car- 
ries home a bottle of bie ruin for the ruin of} 
his family, who beats his wife and starves his 
children—that worthless being is full of ar- 
dent-spirits. : ? 

Finally,—Do you see that pot-valiant fellow 
who being constantly hot with liquor takes fire 
on the slightest occasion, who is always in a 
brawl and ready to draw his fist at a moment’s 
warning, who has generally on hand a ease or 
two of assault and battery, with a black eye 
and bloody nose as principal witnesses—that 
fellow gives unquestionable evidence that he is 
full of ardent spirits. 

We take -the liberty to make the following 
extract from the letter written to the Editor by 
Rev. Mr. Murray of Norway, (Me ) 

: Norway. Jan. 21, 1828. 
_ Dear Brother,—I have taken a residence 
in Norway, since I saw you, and am much 
pleased with the society and prospects in this 
place. I have visited Bethel, Ramford, Wood- 
stock and Bridgeton, and have found many in 
those towns, who were ready to “stand in the 
‘ways and see ;” and inquire for “the right way, 
that they might “walk Therein.” It seems, that 





“God who commanded the light to shffie out-| reduced to practice. 


of darkness, hath shined in their hearts, to 


ive the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
€iod, in the face of Jesus Christ. Tnteediie 


revalence of the gospel in this section of our 
colintry, is encouraging to the hearts of 

the children of Zion, and I do earnestly 
that it still prevail, until all God’s ran- 
somed chi I] be made wise unto salva- 
tion.” Christian Intelligencer. 





Extract of a letter from Rev. A. Dinsmore 
of Poland, to the Editor. 

“I am now censtanly employed in Minot and 
Poland three fourths, and in Lewistown, one 
fourth of the time, for the coming year, where 
great and increasing attention is paid to reli- 
gious matters, notwithstanding enraged bigots 
have hurled their thunders as terrific as those 
of the Vatican, at the devoted victims of their 
indignation. In this quarter, liberal and. en- 
nobling yjewsof God and his paternal dominion, 
appear especially to gain the assent of youth- 
ful minds, and to be gaining a gradual,but sure 
ascendency among all, over whom the “‘tradi- 
tions of the fathers” do not exert a power su- 
perior to scripture and reason. How sad is 
the thought that so few of those whose earthly 
sun is setting to risé no more, and who, ifany, 
need the consolations of enlightened christian- 
ity, can disengage their minds from the entan- 
glements of a system in which they have been 
indoctrinated through along life,—a system 
which must chill every delightful hope, and 
fillthe heart with unutterable anguish.” 


> 





Gloucester,( Mass.) Jan. 11, 1828. 

Br. Drew :—Intelligence concerning the 
progress of truth cannot but be interesting to 
you & your numerous readers. By the desire of 
a number of individuals, I was induced to 
visit the province of New-Brunswick. In the 
course of my journey, | passed through sever- 
al towns were the good tidings were never pro- 
clamed. I spent a sabbath at Columbia, and 


was kindly received by a ‘venerable brother | 


whose name is Wass. A very respectable au- 
dience attended meetings here, and by their 
dignified attention, appeared to take a deep in- 


terest in what was advanced. There are a’ 
Jones- ; 


number of believers in Machias, 
borough, and Cherryfield. Should any of our 
breathren in the ministry be disposed to visit 
this section of the country, they will be most 
cordility received and liberally compensated. 
From.these places to the province is almost 
one continued scene of desolation. 


You perceive by the date of this letter that 
I have again returned to this place. I am now 
in the midst ofa modern revival and have every 
opportunity I could desire of witnessing the 
craft by which these excitements are produ- 
ced. I have attended one or two of their meet- 
ings and was astonished to hear the injunct- 
ion, to, hate father and mother, sister. and 
brother, wife and children, literally and zeal- 
ously enforced. From some specimens, of. 
which I have been an eye and an ear witness, 
I am authorised to say that this preaching is 
t has had a tendency to 
render alien to each other, those who ought 
to be perpetual friends. There are two, 
who are coadjutors in this grand work. and 
they have succeeded to a miracle in driving 
reason from her throne—Part of the dupes of 


y | their” machinations are absolutely driven to 


Whispering ings have been appointed; I 
do not know, that they darken the toom. The 


sheep are then seperated from the goats. The 
unbelievers, in their unreasonable are 
then directed4o leave the room. This, they con- 
sider a prelude to an eternal seperation in a. 
future world. Thus the husband is 
from the wife, brothers from their sisters and 
chrildren from their parents. By the most ter- 
rific representations and dolorous sounds, they 
work onthe passions of the credulousmultitude. 
Females of weak nerves are the most suscepti- 
ble of those impressions which they call divine. 
But few, who are guided by reason and reflec- 
tion, are affected with any other sensation than 
that of pity. The Universalist Society stands 
as an immovable rock amidst the surrounding 
billows. The enemy attack them in vain. They 
stand asa formidable phalanx and successful- 
ly resist the storm of epposition. This is the 
Ararat, from which the trumpet of the ever- 
lasting Gospel in its purity first sounded in 
Amarica. The opposers are still striving to daub 
up the walls of Jerico. The Hittites and Armo- 
rites and Moabites are determind at all haz- 
ards to support their traditions. The war is — 
now raging between scripture and reason on 
the one hand, and superstition and ignorance 
on the other. This Society is gradually gain- 
\ing strength. Dr. Jones’ Society is in a flour- 
ishing condition. Dr. Leonard’s Society is 
well united. To the real christian and philan- © 
thropist the prospect is encouraging. Let us. 
ym wm together that G is on the 
side of truth; it will therefore prevail. 
Yours, &c. F. MACE, 
my ibid. 


DEDICATION. 

Thededication of the Chyrch at Middle- 
ville, N.J. took place, on Friday the Ist in- 
stant; the Rev. Abner Kneeland, preached the 
dedicatory sermon—services commenced at 
11 o’clock, A. M. This as we believe is the 
first Universalist Church in the state of New- 
Jersey. It is situated five milcs frem Newark 
and‘about six miles from Elizabethtown.— 
We hope that this beginning to disseminate 
liberal principles in that state will be abma- 
dantly successful 





Universalism at Washington. 

By a notice in the United States Telegraph 
of December 15, we learn that our indefatiga- 
ble brother, T. Fisk was to preach on Sunday 
the 18th, at the capitol, in the Representa- 
tives’ Hall. It is well for the friends of truth 
that we have those among us, who are ble 
of defending the faith before the more enlight- 
ened portion of our citizens, and who have, 
sufficient enterprize to carry the spixitual war- 
fare into the camp of the enemy. We trust 
the stripling of Israel will contend valiantly 
and successfully.—@os. Ad. 


A new pray at Gobelins has recently 
ized im the vi of Salina. 

petThe Christian Idtelligenser announces 

recent formation of a Universaligt Society in 
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Telescope and Miscellany. 
‘* Earnestly contend for the faith.’’ 
Provipence, SarunpAy, Fes. 9, 1828. 


; UNCLE JOSEY. 

We have received another communication 
from this careful uncle, who appears extreme- 
ly unwilling that we should read and construe 
the language of the inspired penman for our- 
selves; and is evidently desirous to afford us 
some aid in dispensing with a branch of chris- 
tian doctrine, which to our understanding, is 
plainly taught in the seriptures, and corrober- 
ated by the plainest dictates of reason and phi- 
losophy. 

Although we cannot, at present, feel that 
we need the interposition of his superior wis- 
dom and experience, yet we are willing to al- 
low him all the credit ‘which is due to such as 
are desirous to dictate the faith of others, and 
at the same time, carefully conceal their own; 
at least, in some essential point. As he has 
at length condeseended to dispense with the ne- 
cessity of positive knowledge, and concluded 
to improve the evidences of nature, history, 
geography, commerce and the relations of trav- 
ellers, to support the belief of the divine ex- 
istence ; the existence of conspicuous persons 
and places; and of the scriptures, for the cre- 
ation of man, the life and characters of the 
Patriarchs, with the life, miracles and cruci- 
fixion of Christ; there is yet some hope, that 
by carefully consulting his sayings, as record- 
ed by the Evangelists, he may be-.convinced 
that the equal happiness’of all men at death 
is no where taught by the immaculate Foun- 
der of our religion, but the reverse. 

The doctrine of future punishment has»nev- 
er been with us, a subject of controversy ; nor 
do we wish to enter upon a discussion of its 
merits. We say this for two reasons—l. We 
have never discovered a willingness on the 
part of those who have opposed it, either to 
state distinctly their own sentiments, or to 
meet the arguments of their opponents with 
candour and fairness. 2. There are others 
who have written with much ability in defence 
of a limited future punishment, whose argu- 
ments have not been answered ; and although 
they have invited those who disbelieve in any 
punishment beyond this life, to an honourable 
and fair discussion of the subject, they have, 
as-yet, shrunk from the contest. Now if Un- 
ele Josey really wishes to discués this interest- 
ing question, why does he not accept some one 
of the challenges by Messrs Wood and Hud- 
son? Perhaps he may think that they possess 
too much ability for him, and is desirous to try 
his strength and skill upon a weaker fortress, 
and therefore has selected us—If so, and it 
will afford him. either pleasure or profit, we 
will offer him the following propesals ; which 
will place us on equal footing 

1, Our antagonist knows us— We must there- 
fore have his private signatare ; and if he de- 
sires it, we will make no use of his name while 














the controversy is pending. 


2. Our antagonist shall state distinctly, 
whether he does or does not, believe that all 
men will be equally happy at death: Whether 
he does, or does not, believe in the intellectual 
existence of the soul, and its capacity to enjoy 
or to suffer, in a state, intermediate, between 
the dissolution of the body and the general 
resurrection, as described by St. Paul, in 1. 
Corinthians xv. chap. 

3. We will engage to declare our beliéf on 
all these points with equal clearness, and pub- 
lish them both in the same paper, as points of 
strict adberence throughout the whole contro~ 
versy. . 

4. Each party shall occupy the same space 
in the paper for the defence of his own senti- 
ments, and in opposing those of his antago- 
nist. 

5. No unkind, indecorous, or agravating 
language shall be employed by either. 

We make these proposals, not because we 
are desirous of such a controversy , but because 
our correspondent appears desirous’ to draw us 
into a discussion upon the question of future 
punishment. We have no fears of the result; 
nor do we believe that controversies of this na- 
ture are of any great service to the cause of 
truth; especially, as they are generally con- 
ducted Not doubting, however, that a cool 
and dispassionate argument might be attend- 
ed with beneficial effects, we will consent to 
enter the field, armed with no other weapons 
than those of scriptures, history, philosophy 
and reason, and defend our own sentiments 
and oppose those of our antagonist, according 
to the best of our limited ability. 

We beg leave to inform Uncle Josey that 
we would insert his communication and furnigh 
a reply, were it not for our conviction that its 
stile would demand more severity than we are 
willing to employ; besides, it contains no solid 
argument in relation to the question at issue. 

N.B_ A note from our correspondent, sig- 
nifying his desire to engage in the discussion, 
as here proposed, will be cheerfully acknowl- 
edged. Editor. 





~ OUR PROMISE. 

Tn No. 14, of this paper, we engaged, at 
some convenient time, to point out what we 
conceived to be the errors of a communica- 
tion, signed J. F. M. That time having at 
length arrived, we hasten to redeem the prom- 
ise. 
On page 110, the writer tells us ‘that the 
doctrine which supposes God to have given 
his creatures power to obtain eternal life—to 
attain future felicity, by performing a round 
of duties, both troublesome and perplexing— 
is productive of infelicity, and on that account, 
defeats the aim of the Deity and of mankind; 
in consequence of its disregarding the affairs 
of the world, and teaching people to direct 
their measures to sdme fantastical happiness 
beyond this mortal state.’ 

e have not given the exact order of his 


language, but we have eyeat a language, 





sentiment and meaning. Upof this we re- 
mark— 


1. That no real putigs, can, in truth, be 
said te be troublesome or perplexing ; for the 
path of duty is the path of happiness. in 
this truth, both reason, revelation and experi- 
ence perfectly harmonize. For notwithstand- 
ing there may be obstructions to the perform- 
ance of some duties; yet the consciousness that 
they are the rea! duties which religion enjoins, 
renders their performance a. scouarce of rez! 
happiness. 

2. The belief, that the performance of these 
duties will aid us in the attainment of future 
felicity, cannot be-a source of infelicity, but 
must, of necessity, heighten the pleasure of 
their performance. 
appear to militate in the least with the scrip- 
tures, which assure us that ‘Godliness is pro- 
fitable unto all things; having promise of the 
life that now is,and of that which is to come.” 
But, 

3. Supposing the performance of such a 
round of duties would not afford the subject 
any happiness, but were a source of real per- 
plexity, (which is evidently a great mistake,) 
would this defeat the aim of the Deity ’?—It 
could not; unless the Deity aimed to have the 
performanee of such duties contribute to the 
happiness of the subject, and the result was 
different from what the Creator intended !— 
Again—If the aim or intention of God be ca- 
pable of being frustrated by inan; pray what 
confidence can J. F. M. repose im the reve- 
lation of his purposes in the gospel !— We are 
persuaded that our*correspondent must have 
written in haste, and without much reflection 
upon the sentiments which he adva:iced ; for 
they are here, altogether unlike those of his 


have published. 

As the communication now under consider- 
ation contains other particulars, still more ob- 
jectionable, in some respects, than the one we 
have already noticed, we shall defer further 
remarks till another opportunity. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





FOR THE TELESCOPE 4NP MISCELLANY. 


EQUALITY OF GOD'S GOODNESS. 


fessors of modern times, that God is not thé 
friend of all mankind, They say, that he has 
a certain number of people, who are objects of 
his favour, ‘while. the rest are consigned to 
never ending wo, in that world, which is to” 
come. Now in order to examine this doctri 
let us consider the work of God in the cret 
tion and declaration of scripture, that we’ 
rceive whether there be just foundation to it, 
|The Bible, to which the espousers of this does 
trine will agree to refer, plainly declares, im 
the several books of which it is 
thatGod sendeth his rain upon.t 
unjust, and causeth his sun to shine upon 
evil and upon the good.” The creation pl 
ly promulgates the same truth... Does not tl 
glorious luminary of heaven, declare.the go 
ness of God in the diffusion of light to. 
nighted world? Does not-the 









ply of provision observable in the 





Nor. does such a belief ° 





other sentimental communications which we __ 


It is the opinion of some of the religious pro- * 


eejant andl . 
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‘man, beast, bird, fish, insect, proclaim his un- 


bounded inexhaustible munificence % All na- 
ture conspires to convince man that God is 
the unchangeable friend of all mankind, that 
he is “ good to all, and that his tender mercies 
are ever all his works.” This the whole uni- 
verse plainly evidences. All things which ex- 
ist plainly show his infinite power, goodness, 


and parental care. [fwe survey the heavens, | 


we are filled with astonishment at the magni- 
tude and constant rotation of the celestial 
bodies. Planets, stars, and comets roll on in 
their courses, by those laws which God their 
author, originally ordained. The blue seren- 
ity of heaven, where fleecy clouds come float- 
irig through the etherial regions, is an exem- 
plification of the mildness and mercy of the 
great Jehovah. In the vast and boundless 
ocean, where myriads of piscatory tribes wan- 
der uncontraled and invisible, we see the grand- 
ests monuments of the power of the Almighty. 
The laws by which the planets are governed, 
are a monuments of bis ynowledge and wis- 
dom, and lead us, when we contemplate them, 
ta,burst forth in the language of the Jewish 
bard, “When I considerthe heavens, the works 
of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which 
thou hast ordained, what is man, that thou art 
mindful of him, and the son of man that thou 
visitest him ?” 

Who, then, will agree to the opinion, that 
God is not friendly to all mankind? Who, 
that takes a survey of the goodness of God in 
the éreation, will refuse to say that “‘ the Lord 
is good to all, and that his tender mercies are 
over all his works?” When there are so plain 
evidences of the equality ofGod’s benevolence, 
what man can say, that he is not the friend of 
all mankind ? 

In meditating on the effects plainly spring- 
ing from a belief that the Creator of the world 
4a being of partial goodness, it appears, that 
chis belief is productive of very bad conse- 
quences. It renders the person giving it cre- 
dence of the same disposition or bent of mind, 
which it ascribes to the Creator. For it is a 
natural consequence. Ifa person believe, that 
God is a being of vindictive wrath, as the advo- 
cates of endless misery declare, he will hate 
God, and all mankind. Because it is natural. 
But, if he believe, that God is good to all, he 
will be sotoo. This also is @ natural conse- 
quence. 

Now, if we consider these things, we shall 
find, that the belief, that God Almighty is more 
favourably disposed to some of his creatures, 
than-he is to-others, is not only false, but also 
immoral, and so deserves to be discountenanc- 
ed by all lovers of truth. In the room of this 
doctrine, it ought to be inculcated, that “God 


_ is to all, and his tender mercies are over 


all his works.” This doctrine is plainly taught 
by the scriptures, and’ by reason or the light of 
nature. And if this be taught, the conse- 
quence will be, that people will love God and. 
also all mankind; and in short, do all the good 
1 their power, it being a natural effect. _ 

‘ . J. F. M. 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
SKETCH OF A SERMON. 

“ And lo the angel of the Lord, came upon them 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them 
and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them fear not,behold! bring you ge tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all = or unto you is born 
this day in the city of David, a Saviour which. is 
Christ the Lord.’—Luxe in. 9—L1. 

[Continued from page 176.] 

Iftemporal peace, be as we have seen, at- 
tended wiih such happy consequences, not- 
withstanding its liability to inierruption, how 
should we rejoice in that perfect peace which 
shall effect the heart, tlhe mind, the life of 
man; his happiness in time, nis happiness in 
eternity. If then, as followers of the Prince 
of Peuee, you feel it your duty to maintain tius 
so far as it can be, and thy country’s good pro- 
moted : if you justly condemn him who does 
not strive to perpetuate this ; What shall we 
say of ourselves, when we refuse to cultivate 
peace of mind, peace of soul, in ourselves, 
and in others—in the family circle, among 
bretheren, throughout the world—and this by 
enlightening the understandiug—tihis by our 
moral and religious instructions, enforced— 
sent home by living examples of wisdom and 
piety !— 

2. Liow would you condemn the ingratitude of 
him, whoshould become unmindful of the Sa- 
viour of our country and unthankful for his 
virtues and his faithfulness 1 Much more 
should we our own hearts, if ever we forget 
our dear Redeemer—the Captain of our salva- 
tion—our Leader to perfect treedom—to the 
liberty of the children of God. ’ 

Do you hold dear to you as life itself, the 
privileges purchased by the blood of your fa- 
thers ? you do well.—But infinitely more dear 
should be to us the gifts and blessings,purchas- 
ed by the blood of Christ ; he who hath suffer- 
ed the just forthe unjust that he might bring 
us to God ; whose blood cleanseth from all sin 
and by whose stripes we are healed.—Well 
may we, yea, we ought to rejoice in the down- 
fall of bigotry and superstition, tyranny and op- 
pression, either among ourselves or others, yet 
there is far greater occasion of réjoicing in the 
anticipation of that day, which is fast rollia 
on, whenevery vestige of sin shall be utterly de- 
stroyed , when its very root shall be consumed 
and with it, all its branches; when the king- 
doms of this world shall have become the ki 
doms of our Lordand of his Christ, and he 
whose supreme right it is, shall reign. forever 
and ever. With these sentiments impressed 
upon our.minds, ever may we look to him as 
a complete aud all-sufficient Saviour—A true 
friend, found faithful unto death. Realizing 
that the peace he gives, is like a river, the 
righteousness thereof like the waves of the sea: 
Believing that he will finally remove the face 
of the covering cast over all people ; and the 
veil thatis spread over all nations ; that sin 
and.unbelief will be destroyed ; death eternal- 
ly vanquished ; its slumbering millions come 
Sortie anited to. their immortal spirits— 
ju and rewarded according to their works; 
and in the dispensation of the fulness of times 








| made forever holy and forever happy—we can- 


not but feel most sénsibly that the birth of one 
soexalted and divine—engaged in so impor- 
tant a werk, and who will accomplish such-a 
glorious end—was, and forever shall be, good 
news to sll—infinitely good! ; 

For  .r hope in the coming of this event 
we rest upon the word of Sacred Truth, which 
unequivocally declares, “this corruptible must 
put on incorruption ; this morta] must put on 
immortality.” Who(i.e. Christ)will change 
our vile bodies arid fashion them like unto his 
most glorious body. And “as in Adam all die 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” and 
“God hath given him power over all flesh that 
he should give eternal life to as many as God 
hath given him.” God was in Christ, reconci- 
ling the world unto himself.” ; 

hen these prophetick declarations are 
fulfilled, then, and not till then, shall he have 
finished the work given him to. do; and 
see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied— 
A world redeemed, clothed in garments of sal- 
vatién shall chaunt the endless honours of his 
name, and forever shout, he hath redeemed us 
unto God by his blood. 

Such my bretheren are some of my reflec-' 
tions, while contemplating the birth, the life, 
sufferings, death, resurection and ascension 
of him, whose birth we have this day cele- 
brate. 

If angels desired to look into these things, 
never, never may we, who are its subjects, be- 
come indifferent to its treasures. If they 
shouted, glory to God! in view of his coming, 
ever may we glorify him, in our spirits and our 
bodies which are his. 

Fearing nothing with slavish fear, fearing 
God alone ; listen to those heavenly messen- 
gers-which speak to usin revelation, receive 
their good tidings, strive to live worthy of its 
oys. 

O blessed Saviour! once the babe of Beth- 
lehem, now the King of kings! Come, O come, 
and “‘with us, in us ever dwell.” Ride on vic- 
torious Prince, conquering and to conquer, till 
every knee shall bow ; kiss thy mild sceptre, 


| and embrace thy cross. 


Then, in every deed, shall all thy glory shine’ 
round about them—and all forever live upon 
the love of holiness, the love, the peace of God. 


ng-|' Thine O Jésus shall be the honour; nidh’s 


the ceasless bliss. 


Poetry. 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY 
‘ LINES 


WRITTEN IN THE ALBUM OF A YOUNG LADY WHO Was 
A TEACHER OF YOUTH. J i 


Much valued friend, while science you explore, 

- And the young pliant mind to virtue bend, 
May Heaven on thee His choicest blessings pour, 
And Peace, and Plenty, on thy steps attend. 


~ ae 





And may the tender youths to thee eonsign'd, 
Flourish and grow beneath thy nurt'ring hand, 
And may no chilling frost, or adverse wird, 








gathered together m him, reconciled to Go 





Blight their young petals e’er they.can expand. 
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May resy health, invigorate thy frame, 

May Truth, beam on thee with refulgent light, 
- May nothing quench the pure etherial flame 

But may it glow, with lustre ever bright, 

And when this world, and all ite toils are o'er 

Its pleasures, and its pains, alike unknown, 

May thy fair spirit with glad rapture soar, 

And make a jewel in thy Father's Crown. E. 





Szrmon.—Having been politely favoured 
with the Sermon delivered by Rev. Mr. Ray- 
mer, at Monroe, and subsequently at Hartford, 
I take this method to tender to him m 
sincere acknowledgements for the friendly no- 
tice he has been pleased to bestow. After 
having carefully perused the Sermon, I am 
fully impressed with the conviction that it is 
well calculated to advance the knowledge, and 
subserve the interests of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom in the world; and as such, hope it may 
be extensively circulated and attentively pe- 
rused. 

We beg leave to welcome our respected 
friend and brother to the field of labour among 
us, and to accompany him with our best wish- 
es for his temporal and spiritual prosperity and 
happiness, and for an extensive sphere of use- 
fulness in the ministry of reconciliation. 

D. PICKERING. 


LT 
PAarviced, 


In this town on the Ist, inst. by Rev. Mr. Wilson, | Rev 


Mr. John P. Hazard, to Miss Sarah A. S. Bowen, all 
of this town. 

On Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Pickering, 
Mr. Thomas Brown, to Miss Hannah H. Bean, all of 
this town. 

In Newport, Mr. Thomas A. Townsend, to Miss 
Mary Ann Burroughs. 





Died, 


In this town on Tuesday morning last, Mrs. Har- 
riet Dyer, wife of Mr. Denjemia Dyer, jr. in the 24th 
, year of her age, and daughter of Major Alexander 


In —_ a ~ wee nae 5th inst. Ann a veal 
. ear of her age, eldest daughter 
of Mr. Georgo Armin ; ” ? 
In Situate, on the 3ist ult. very suddenly, Philip 
M. Fiske, Eeq. aged o- five. 
In Smithfield, on Wednesday last, Mr. James 
Snow, son of Mr. Edward Snow, aged 15 years. 
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AGINTS. 
The-following gentlemen, are authorised 
and requested, to act as agents for the Teles- 
cope and Miscellany, and the Gospel Preach- 


er: their receipt will be valid, for all money | 


paid them on our account. (No persons, 
other than the following, are authorised to act 
in that capacity ; nor will we hold ourselves ac- 
countable for money paid to any other. 

RHODE ISLAND. Mr. Ephraim Miller, Paw 
tucket—Sabin Allen, Central-Falls—Joseph Jenks 
Valley-Falls—Parker Borden, . Bristol—Dyer 
Child, Warren. Jonathan Wales, Woonsoket-Falls. 
—Barthum Round, Slatersville—Ebenezer P. Sher- 

wopor Barnhiam, Smithfield Bank. 

MASSACHUSETTS. Rev. Paul Dean, Rev. Se- 
bastian Streeter, Boston —Wm. Brown, Esq. P. M. 
Plymouth—John Maxim, Carver —Capt. Seth Al- 
len, Halifac—Josiah Perkins, Taunton —C. H.Burr, 


Swansey—Rev. R.L.Killam, A. Allen, Attleborough 
—Pearley Hunt, Esq. Milford—E. F. E oe 
P. M. 1. Benjamin, Esq. P. M. Egremont 
—Rev. tge Messinger, Great Barrington and 


Mount Washington—Stephen Johnson, Fall-River— 
Rev. L. Maynard, Medway—Rev. Jacob Wood 
Shrew, —Charles Bradburne, Lowell —Israel 
Greene, Millville —Daniel Hoggrd, Easton.—Capt. 
Asa Pickering, Bellingham.—Worcester Carpenter, 
Seekonk.—P. Pickering and C..B. Snow, Blackstone 
mang i Bridg tetra REM su Ames, 
est- Bridgewater — cott, Uxbridge —S. & 
JDarling, Rous les. ™ ie 
CONNECTICUT. George Spafford, Windham-- 
Jesse Spafford, Williamantic—Rev. J. P. Fuller 
es we Daniel Hutchenson, Lebanon—Rus 
- ld, Hartford—Levi Work, Eastford—Jas 
erve 


W-HAMPSE 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. C. Benton,Esq. Lebanon— 

. Edward Turner, Portsmouth—Samuel C. Ste- 
vens, Dover—Timathy Pickering, Rickmond.—Co- 
lumbus Warren, Newmarket. 

MAINE. Rev. W. A. Drew, Gardiner—Ed. Oxford 
Observer, Norway—Eli Gould, Portland —George 
Bradburne, Sacd.—Rev. A. Dinsmore, Poland. 

NEW-YORK. M. Bourn, Asa Holden,Rev. 
Adin Ballou, New-York City—Beekman Huling, 
Balston-Spa—Matthew M. Standish, Plattsburg— 
Rev. David Cooper, Saratoga-Springs—Samuel In- 
gersoll, Ithica—Andrew Phares, Sulina—Ch’s S. Bev- 
erly, $ e—Rev. W.1. Reese, West-Mendon— 
Rev. N. Stacy, Hamilton—Orrin Strong, B 
Horace Richmond, Cana Horace allou, 
Manchester—Alfred Brush, Plains —Thaddeus 
Loomis, —3¢ M. Salisbury. 

PENSYLVAMIA. Jason Wilson, Esq. Great- 
Bend—Rev. T. Fisk, Phii i 
VERMONT. Rev. 8. C. Loveland, Reading—Rev. 
R. Bartlet, Hartland—Rev. Ezekiel Vose, Wash- 
ngton—James Fuller, Wardsboro’—Samuel Cham- 
berlain Re P79 Barton, Woodstock. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. B. F. Richardson, No. 

King-st. Charleston. 
OHIO. Editor of N. Reportor Norwalk Hurono.C, 








found him, of whom Moscs in the Law and 


Tye Goupel Preacher. 


CONT. EN TS,—NO. l, 

FOR DECEMBER, 1827. 
SERMON, 1. Hebrews xi. 6.—He that 
cometh to God, must believe that he is, and 
that heis a rewarder of them that diligeutly 
seek him. By David Pickering, Pastor of the 
First Universalist Society in Providence, 
R. I. 

SERMON, 2. Psalm cxix. 89, 90.— For. 
ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaveny 
Thy faithfulness is unto all generations ; tho 
hast established the earth, and it abideth. B 
the same. ‘ 
CONTENTS,—NO. 2, - 
FOR JANUARY, 1828. 
SERMON, 3. Psalm xxxiv. 8.—O éaste 
and see that the Lord is good ; blessed is the 
man that trusteth in him. Be! Paul Dean, 
Pastor of the Centra] Universalist Church, in 
Boston, Ms. 
SERMON, 4. St. John 1. 45.—We have 


the Prophets did write. By the same. = 

SERMON, 5. Psalm xlvi. 7.—Sing ye 
praises with understanding. By David Pick- 
ering Pastor of the First Universalist Church 
in Providence, R. I. 

(G>The Janwary No. of the above work 
is just published, containing 16 closely print- . 
ed octavo pages. A few more new Subscrib- 
ers can be accommodated with Nos. 1, & 2, 
by making immediate applicaiion at this office, 
or to either of our Agents. 

QG-The Preacuer is published monthly 
at this Office: price, $1 per year, payable m 
advance. 


JUST PUBLISHED 
And for sale by Samuel W. Wheeler, at 
No. 110 1-2 Westminster-Street, and at this 
office, a pamphlet entitled, 120 Reasons for 
being a Universalist ; by Paul Dean, Pastor 
of the Central Universalist Church in Boston.. 
(G~ Price Siz Cents, - 
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